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Bartomeu Fiol
 The Poet's Word
 

A Few Points to Clear the Way a BitPoetry is not
exclusive to anything or anyone. We might define it as a
special way of seeing or perceiving reality. It can therefore

be found in all the arts and in any personal experience (although it should not be confused with good
feelings).

Normally, we consider poetry to be a literary genre. Strictly speaking it is that, a literary genre, but not
only that. One must stress the fact that poetry can be found in music, painting, drawing, engraving,
design, theatre, cinema, dance, mime, the novel, sculpture, architecture, and so on and so forth: in
brief, in all the arts.

As a literary genre, it is the most eminently and radically oral. Epic poetry was shaped, took on a form,
before writing existed. The first depositary of poetry is memory. Metrics facilitates memorisation.

There are many kinds of poetry and, accordingly, there are really countless definitions of poetry.
Without a doubt, the most widely understood conception is that its goal or primordial purpose is to
create or produce beauty. The poet would then be a kind of silversmith working with carefully sought
words and syntagms, with images and myths to create verbal jewels or gems that would end up as
poems. For me, poetry is not just a means of creating beauty but it is also a way of trying to know a
little more about reality, a method of acquiring knowledge, in the way science and philosophy might
be.

Whatever the case, the language of poetry is always a language in tension that requires a certain
effort of understanding from the reader or the listener. Looking up a word in the dictionary shouldn't
be a chore. Neither should the necessary re-readings, the repeated probing of texts that, at first sight
seem strange and that we don't understand. A poem is precisely that text that begs to be read again.
Among other reasons, this is because its language is never unequivocal, as mathematical language is
and as scientific language is always striving to be. It needs to be said that a poem doesn't have a
single and exclusive meaning. Poetic language always lends itself to a multiplicity of interpretations
and, even if the poet is the best person to explain his or her intentions, each reader has every right to
make his or her own interpretations as to what results have eventually been achieved.

In brief, no text will come properly into existence if the reader or listener does not take it as his or her
own. The intervention of this presence, it needs to be stressed, is never - whatever appearances may
suggest - totally passive. On the contrary, it is always decisive. Without the contribution of the
receiver, there is no text that really functions.

P.S. It is clear that I conceive of poetry more as an action - a perception, a cognitive action - than as a
result. To participate in this action is possible but it requires effort.

Bartomeu Fiol
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They Have Said...Bartomeu Fiol's cultural stance was revealed as being more like the opposite of
what Llompart called the "epigonic bent" of the long shadow cast by the Mallorca School. The
endangered scene, in both poetry and painting, called for urgent renovation, and this took place
through the 1950s and 1960s. In the particular case of poetry, the collection Entre el coral i l'espiga
[Between Coral and Wheat] (1952) by Blai Bonet, L'hora verda [The Green Hour] (1952) by Jaume
Vidal Alcover and Poemes de Mondragó [Mondragó Poems] (1961) by Josep M. Llompart - which
included poems dating from the 1950s - reveal a process of stylisation of the landscape by way of
metaphor and metonymy. This had an absolutely unheard-of ring in a cultural milieu that had too
easily forgotten the poetic adventure of Rosselló-Pòrcel, the real initiator of the contemporary cycle of
poetry and indubitably the first writer to transform landscape poetry at the different points of its
production, for instance with his prodigious evocation titled "A Mallorca durant la guerra civil" [In
Mallorca during the Civil War].

Jaume Pomar, "El realisme simbòlic de Bartomeu Fiol" [The Symbolic Realism of Bartomeu Fiol],
Prologue to Camps de marina i suburbials [Fields of Sea and Suburbs] (Barcelona, Proa, 2000).

Bartomeu Fiol has called for this process of freeing and modernising Catalan poetry and he does this
by way of a very rich system of versification based on an original rhythm produced by the effects of
timbre (alliteration, assonance and rhyme), vocal quantity, intonation, intensity, diversity of diction,
diversity of tones, ideological division of the discourse in strophes, syntactic and grammatical division
of the lines, and so on.

This rupture with traditional versification contributes towards understanding this "peripheral" writer I
have mentioned above. In brief, Bartomeu Fiol is doubly peripheral. First, he is peripheral in being a
Mallorcan poet who is physically removed from Barcelona, the metropolis. Second, he is peripheral
with regard to the Noucentista and neo-Noucentista aesthetic values that have prevailed, and still
prevail, in modern Catalan poetry. Fiol is still peripheral because of the originality of his work and the
fact that he represents one of the few peaks of present-day Catalan poetry that is sufficiently lofty to
connect with the international poetry of his times.

Sam Abrams, "De quan la precisió no vol dir claredat" [On When Precision Does Not Mean Clarity],
Prologue to Cròniques bàrbares [Barbarous Chronicles] (Barcelona, Proa, 1999).

Stubborn through and through, gloriously big-headed or pig-headed: like Bartomeu Fiol's statement
that he fashions poems that are conscious of their independence with respect to the desires of their
author, who wishes to be as unobtrusive as possible while insistently engaging in blowing his horn
(and, it must be said, we wish it would sound a few times more to confirm the provisional nature of
this book of complete works that, for the moment, have been finalised herein). It is this honourable
stance, always distant and a tad offended, of the poet who throws himself into the rigour of his task,
able to resist the temptations of Arcadia and throbbing sentimentality in favour of higher ethical gain,
capable of recognising in the lamentable debacle of the land of his birth, a milieu that is, nonetheless,
apt for engaging in such an uncertain task as that of writing poetry.

Sebastià Alzamora, "Matèries finals i materials de demolició" [Final Matters and Demolition
Materials], Prologue to Canalla lluny de Grècia [Rabble Far From Greece] (Barcelona, Proa, 2001).

A selection of texts
Text
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 WEB: Fiol a Magisteri Teatre-Mag Poesia 
Amb set poemes de l'autor.
http://www.mallorcaweb.com/mag-teatre/poemessolts2/fiol.html

 WEB: Al Daltabaix Poètic! 
Un poema inèdit de l'autor en aquest web independent de poesia que acull poetes de tendències
ben diferents.
http://www.sant-cugat.net/daltabaix/fiol.htm

 PDF: "Bartomeu Fiol o la coronació del rei bàrbar" 
Article de Sebastià Alzamora sobre la concessió del premi Carles Riba 2004 a Bartomeu Fiol, a l'
Avui (17/12/04).
http://www.traces.uab.es/tracesbd/avui/av03425.pdf

 WEB: Selecció de poemes 
Dos poemes de l'autor al web Viu la poesia.
http://www.viulapoesia.com/membrespocio/arxius/lletra/bfiol_index_poemes.html

 WEB: Fiol in Magisteri Teatre-Mag Poesia 
This web site offers seven poems by Fiol.
http://www.mallorcaweb.com/mag-teatre/poemessolts2/fiol.html

 WEB: Bartomeu Fiol in Daltabaix Poètic! 
This independent poetry website that includes poets of widely differing tendencies offers a poem by
Bartomeu Fiol.
http://www.sant-cugat.net/daltabaix/fiol.htm

 AUDIO: L'autor recita dos poemes 
L'autor recita dos poemes
http://lletra.uoc.edu/anterior/noms/bfiol/html_especials/bfiolrecita.html

Bio-bibliography
Biography

 WEB: A la Hiperenciclopèdia 
http://www.enciclopedia.cat/fitxa_v2.jsp?NDCHEC=0027057

 WEB: Fitxa al "Qui és qui a les lletres catalanes" 
http://cultura.gencat.net/ilc/qeq/FitxaAutors.asp?nom1=fio&nom2=&cerca=Cerca&quinform=form1&
NRegistre=2&idregistre=4615
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 WEB: The author in the Catalan Encyclopaedia 
http://www.grec.cat/cgibin/hecangcl2.pgm?&USUARI=&SESSIO=&NDCHEC=0027057&PGMORI=E

 VIDEO: Fiol a Veus literàries 
Documental sobre la vida i l'obra de l'escriptor, realitzat per l'AELC.
http://www.edu3.cat/Edu3tv/Fitxa?p_id=17252&p_ex=veus%20liter%E0ries

 WEB: The author in the Who's Who of Catalan Literature 
http://cultura.gencat.net/ilc/qeq/FitxaAutorsuk.asp?nom1=fiol&cercauk2=Search&quinform=form1&N
Registre=2&idregistre=4615

 VIDEO: Fiol in Veus literàries [Literary Voices] 
Documentary on Fiol's life and work made by AELC (Association of Catalan Language Writers).
http://www.edu3.cat/Edu3tv/Fitxa?p_id=17252&p_ex=veus%20liter%E0ries

Bibliography

 WEB: Què hi ha a la Biblioteca de Catalunya 
http://cataleg.bnc.cat/search*cat/?searchtype=a&searcharg=Fiol+Bartomeu&sortdropdown=-&search
scope=13&searchscope2=13&SORT=D

 WEB: Què hi ha a les biblioteques universitàries catalanes (CCUC) 
http://ccuc.cbuc.cat/search*cat/a?SEARCH=Fiol+Bartomeu&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=23

 WEB: Què hi ha a les biblioteques públiques 
http://argus.biblioteques.gencat.cat/iii/encore/search/C|SFiol+Bartomeu|Orightresult|U1?lang=cat&su
ite=pearl

 WEB: Per comprar-ne llibres 
http://www.llibres.cat/ca/detall-autor/fiol-i-mora-bartomeu

 WEB: Articles de l'autor (Traces) 
http://traces.uab.cat/search?f=author&p=Fiol%20Bartomeu%20&sc=1&ln=ca

 WEB: Articles sobre l'autor (Traces) 
http://traces.uab.cat/search?ln=ca&p=Fiol%2C+Bartomeu&f=keyword&action_search=Cerca&c=Trac
es+%3A+base+de+dades+de+llengua+i+literatura+catalanes&sf=&so=d&rm=&rg=10&sc=1&of=hb

 WEB: Works in the Biblioteca de Catalunya 
http://cataleg.bnc.cat/search*eng/?searchtype=a&searcharg=Fiol+Bartomeu&sortdropdown=-&searc
hscope=13&searchscope2=13&SORT=D

 WEB: The author in The European Library 
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http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/search/%28%22creator%22+all+%22fiol+bartomeu%2
2%29.query

 WEB: The author in the Congress Library (US) 
http://catalog.loc.gov/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?DB=local&PAGE=First

 WEB: The author in the COPAC Catalogue (UK) 
http://copac.ac.uk/search?&au=Bartomeu+Fiol

Comments on the author
Criticism

 WEB: Bartomeu Fiol a l'AELC 
Inclou biografia, obra, premis, referències crítiques i fragments de la seva obra en català, anglès i
alemany.
http://www.escriptors.cat/autors/fiolb/

 WEB: Obra poètica 
Pàgina a lletrA sobre Els Llibres de l'Óssa Menor, col·lecció on es publica l'obra poètica de l'autor.
http://www.uoc.edu/lletra/editorials/ossamenor/index.html

 WEB: Bartomeu Fiol on the lletrA website in Catalan 
Including more resources.
http://www.lletra.cat/noms/bfiol/

 WEB: Bartomeu Fiol in AELC 
Includes a biography, works, prizes, critical references and fragments in Catalan, English and
German.
http://www.escriptors.cat/autors/fiolb/pagina.php?id_sec=394

 WEB: Poetic work 
LletrA page on "Els Llibres de l'Óssa Menor", the collection in which Fiol's poetic work is published.
http://www.uoc.edu/lletra/editorials/ossamenor/index.html

 PDF: "La totalitat" 
Article de Susanna Rafart sobre Càbales del call, culminació del procés poètic d'obra total. A l'Avui
(16/06/05).
http://www.traces.uab.es/tracesbd/avui/av06109.pdf

 WEB: Al resum de l'any 2001 
Sam Abrams parla de Canalla lluny de Grècia al seu resum de l'any poètic 2001.
http://www.uoc.edu/lletra/articles/abrams0702.html

5



If you want to cite this page...

Literary news about Bartomeu Fiol on Lletra, the UOC's virtual space devoted to Catalan literature

< http://lletra.uoc.edu/en/author/bartomeu-fiol >

 WEB: Al resum de l'any 1999 
Sebastià Alzamora cita Fiol al seu resum de l'any poètic 1999.
http://www.uoc.edu/lletra/articles/alzamora1201.html

 WEB: Activitats per treballar poemes 
Dos poemes amb propostes al web Viu la poesia.
http://www.viulapoesia.com/membrespocio/arxius/lletra/bfiol_index_props.html
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