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Màrius Sampere
 The Story of a Poet...
 Sam Abrams 

Màrius Sampere was born in Barcelona on 28 December
1928 in carrer de la Igualtat (now called carrer de
Cartagena) in the Guinardó neighbourhood. His father,

Antoni Sampere Forns, was an office worker, as was his mother Adela Passarell Semper. Antoni
Sampere was a tough, tenacious man, who was deeply attached to his country, while Adela Passarell
was a sensitive, delicate and cultured woman. From 1929 to 1941 they were separated and during
those years Màrius lived with his mother and his family.

The Spanish Civil War brought an end to the family's relative economic well-being so that Màrius
Sampere's education coincided with a period of great privation and enormous personal suffering. He
was educated, first, in neighbourhood schools and, later, he studied for his school-leaving
examinations at the Institut Balmes and a private academy. His first poetic endeavours (in Spanish)
should be situated in this period of his education, between 1939 and 1940. In fact, he had already
discovered the world of literature through his mother and maternal grandfather in the family library.

In 1942, after deciding to live together again, Sampere's parents set up house in carrer Andreu Vidal
in the neighbourhood of Sant Adrià del Besòs. As a result of the family's situation, his formal
education came to an end when he finished his school-leaving examinations and, in 1944-1945, he
started to work in photographic studios and advertising in Badalona and would continue to work in this
profession until after post-Franco transition years when he became a civil servant working in the area
of linguistic assessment and normalisation.

Besides this professional existence, Sampere began his musical training in 1953 with studies in
musical notation, piano, harmony and counterpoint. As a result, he became the lyricist, composer and
a musician in the group Grup Estrop, between 1963 and 1967. Sampere's poetry began to makes its
presence known in literary and social circles at the end of the 1950s when the young writer entered
unpublished work for several literary prizes. At was in this period, in 1958, that Sampere changed his
literary language and wrote his first poems in Catalan.

In 1960 Sampere went on a long journey by car through Scotland and England. On his return, he
formalised his traveller's impressions in a lengthy series of poems written in 1960-1961, and these
were to constitute the basis of his first book in Catalan Viatge amb automòbil [Automobile Journey],
which was not published. Immediately afterwards he set to work on a new collection of poems,
L'home i el límit [Man and Limit] with which he was to win the Carles Riba Prize in 1963. The fact of
being awarded the Carles Riba Prize might be considered as the "formal" debut of Màrius Serra as a
poet, even though the prize-winning collection would not be published until 1968.

At the end of the 1960s, Sampere's professional commitments took him to live in Santa Coloma de
Gramenet. In 1969 he married Maria del Carme Tarrés, who gave him the intellectual, emotional and
human support he needed as the firm base on which to build his work, especially after the deaths of
his father (1968) and mother (1973). This period was a very creative time for Sampere, leading to a
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high degree of participation in different literary competitions (the Jocs Florals in Marseille, Badalona,
Zurich, Guadalajara, Brussels, and Geneva, after the last of which he was named Mestre en Gai
Saber (Master in the Art of Poetry) in 1972 and to his completing a new book, Poemes il·lícits [Illicit
Poems], which received the President Macià Prize in Amsterdam in 1974.

In 1975, Sampere definitively consolidated his career as a poet when he was awarded the Ribas i
Carreras of Blanes Prize with his Poemes de baixa freqüència [Low Frequency Poems]. This book,
published in 1976, is one of Sampere's most extensive works since it brings together almost half his
production of unpublished poems written between 1963 and 1973. In 1980, he was a finalist for the
López Picó de Vallirana Prize with a book that he subsequently subjected to a thorough reworking.

The 1980s brought two major changes for Sampere. First, was his new and more gratifying
professional life and, second, there was more continuity in the publication of his work thanks to a
stable agreement with a well-established poetry publisher. He began the decade being awarded the
1982 Jordi de Sant Jordi Prize in Valencia with the collection Samsara, of remotely oriental inspiration,
a book that would be published the same year. In 1983 he was one of the finalists for the Vicent
Andrés Estellés Prize in València and his book, Qüestions menors [Minor Issues], captured the
attention of the poet and publisher Àlex Susanna. Two years later, in 1984, he received the Miquel de
Palol Prize of Girona with Llibre de les inauguracions (Book of Inaugurations). With the publication of
this prize-winning work in 1986, Sampere began his long association with the publishing house
Columna, putting an end to his forlorn pilgrimage from prize to prize and publisher to publisher. Since
1986, in a natural and regular fashion, Sampere has continued to publish the volumes that comprise
the body of his work today: Oniris i el tret del caçador [Oniris and the Hunter's Shot] (1987), L'ocell
que udola [The Howling Bird] (1990), La taula i les estrelles [The Table and the Stars] (1992), La
cançó de la metamorfosi [Song of Metamorphosis] (1995) and Demiúrgia [Demiurge] (1996).

Recently, following the publication of Thanatos suite [Seuba Ediciones] (1997) and the present
anthology, Sampere has began to diversify his presence in the publishing world. Recently, too, he has
seen unequivocal signs of recognition of the great literary value of his poetic oeuvre by readers, critics
and Catalan institutions.

Prologue to Si no fos en secret (If It Weren't in Secret), an anthology of poems edited by Sam Abrams
and Jaume Subirana -© Edicions Proa, 1999-

A selection of texts
Text

 WEB: Selecció de Poesia Catalana 
Quatre poemes de l'autor: "Muntanyes", "Un dia vaig escriure", "Dona, no ets cap flor" i "Cercles".
http://www.uoc.edu/lletra/especials/folch/sampere.htm

 WEB: Sampere a Magisteri Teatre-Mag Poesia 
Inclou el poema "També moltes vegades" de l'autor.
http://www.mallorcaweb.com/Mag-Teatre/poemes-solts/sampereM.html

 WEB: Un poema en àudio, i manuscrit 
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L'autor recita el seu poema "Si no fos en secret", que a més es reprodueix manuscrit.
http://www.iua.upf.es/dotze_sentits/manus.html

 WEB: Al Daltabaix Poètic! 
Nota biogràfica i 9 poemes inèdits de l'autor en aquest web independent de poesia.
http://www.sant-cugat.net/daltabaix/samp.htm

 WEB: “Un dia vaig escriure” 
Un poema de l'autor al web Viu la poesia.
http://www.viulapoesia.com/pagina_2.php?itinerari=13&tipus=1&subtipus=2&idpoema=243

 WEB: Selection of Catalan Poetry 
Four poems by Sampere: "Muntanyes" [Mountains], "Un dia vaig escriure" [One Day I Wrote], "Dona,
no ets cap flor" [Woman, You're No Flower] and "Cercles" [Circles].
http://www.uoc.edu/lletra/especials/folch/sampere.htm

 WEB: A poem in audio and manuscript 
Sampere recites his poem "Si no fos en secret" [If It Wasn't In Secret], and the manuscript is
reproduced.
http://www.iua.upf.es/dotze_sentits/manus.html

 AUDIO: L'autor recita dos poemes 
L'autor recita dos poemes
http://lletra.uoc.edu/anterior/noms/msampere/html_especials/mariussampererecita1.html

 TXT: Dos poemes de Jerarquies 
Dos poemes de Jerarquies
http://lletra.uoc.edu/anterior/noms/msampere/html_especials/ineditssampere.html

 TXT: Dos poemes de Les imminències 
Dos poemes de Les imminències
http://lletra.uoc.edu/anterior/noms/msampere/html_especials/mariussamperealtres1.html

Bio-bibliography
Biography

 WEB: A la Hiperenciclopèdia 
http://www.enciclopedia.cat/fitxa_v2.jsp?NDCHEC=0058457

 WEB: Fitxa al "Qui és qui a les lletres catalanes" 
http://cultura.gencat.net/ilc/qeq/FitxaAutors.asp?nom1=sam&nom2=&cerca=Cerca&quinform=form1
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&NRegistre=2&idregistre=3214

 WEB: A la Viquipèdia 
Biografia, obra i enllaços sobre l'autor al web de l'enciclopèdia lliure.
http://ca.wikipedia.org/wiki/Màrius_Sampere_i_Passarell

 WEB: The author in the Catalan Encyclopaedia 
http://www.grec.cat/cgibin/hecangcl2.pgm?&USUARI=&SESSIO=&NDCHEC=0058457&PGMORI=E

 VIDEO: Sampere a Veus literàries 
Documental sobre la vida i l'obra de l'escriptor, realitzat per l'AELC.
http://www.edu3.cat/Edu3tv/Fitxa?p_id=27909

 WEB: The author in the Who's Who of Catalan Literature 
http://cultura.gencat.net/ilc/qeq/FitxaAutorsuk.asp?nom1=sampere&cercauk2=Search&quinform=for
m1&NRegistre=2&idregistre=3214

 VIDEO: Sampere in Veus literàries [Literary Voices] 
Documentary on Sampere's life and work made by AELC (Association of Catalan Language Writers).
http://www.edu3.cat/Edu3tv/Fitxa?p_id=27909

Bibliography

 WEB: Què hi ha a la Biblioteca de Catalunya 
http://cataleg.bnc.cat/search*cat/?searchtype=a&searcharg=Sampere+M%C3%A0rius&sortdropdow
n=-&searchscope=13&searchscope2=13&SORT=D

 WEB: Què hi ha a les biblioteques universitàries catalanes (CCUC) 
http://ccuc.cbuc.es/search*cat/a?SEARCH=Sampere+M%C3%A0rius&sortdropdown=-&searchscop
e=23

 WEB: Què hi ha a les biblioteques públiques 
http://argus.biblioteques.gencat.cat/iii/encore/search/C|SSampere+M%C3%A0rius|Orightresult|U1?la
ng=cat&suite=pearl

 WEB: Per comprar-ne llibres 
http://www.llibres.cat/ca/detall-autor/sampere-i-passarell-marius

 WEB: Articles de l'autor (Traces) 
http://traces.uab.cat/search?f=author&p=Sampere%20M%C3%A0rius&sc=1&ln=ca

 WEB: Articles sobre l'autor (Traces) 
http://traces.uab.cat/search?ln=ca&p=Sampere%2C+M%C3%A0rius&f=keyword&action_search=Ce
rca&c=Traces+%3A+base+de+dades+de+llengua+i+literatura+catalanes&sf=&so=d&rm=&rg=10&sc

4



If you want to cite this page...

Literary news about Màrius Sampere on Lletra, the UOC's virtual space devoted to Catalan literature

< http://lletra.uoc.edu/en/author/marius-sampere >

=1&of=hb

 WEB: Works in the Biblioteca de Catalunya 
http://cataleg.bnc.cat/search*eng/?searchtype=a&searcharg=Sampere+M%C3%A0rius&sortdropdow
n=-&searchscope=13&searchscope2=13&SORT=D

 WEB: The author in The European Library 
http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/search/%28%22creator%22+all+%22sampere+m%C3
%A0rius%22%29.query

 WEB: The author in the Congress Library (US) 
http://catalog.loc.gov/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?DB=local&PAGE=First

 WEB: The author in the COPAC Catalogue (UK) 
http://copac.ac.uk/search?&au=M%C3%A0rius+Sampere

 WEB: Activitats per treballar “Un dia vaig escriure” 
Un poema amb propostes al web Viu la poesia.
http://www.viulapoesia.com/pagina_6.php?tipus=1&subtipus=2&itinerari=13&idpoema=243

Comments on the author
Criticism

 WEB: Màrius Sampere a l'AELC 
Inclou biografia, obra, premis, entrevistes i fragments de les seves obres.
http://www.escriptors.com/autors/samperem/

 WEB: L'autor al Corpus Literari Ciutat de Barcelona 
Biografia, enllaços i transcripció d'articles sobre Sampere.
http://www.ducros.biz/corpus/index.php?command=show_news&news_id=2625

 WEB: Simposi Màrius Sampere 
L'Ajuntament de Santa Coloma i la UOC organitzen aquest simposi sobre la seva obra (octubre
2007).
http://www.uoc.edu/symposia/sampere/

 WEB: Màrius Sampere on the lletrA website in Catalan 
Including more resources.
http://www.uoc.edu/lletra/noms/msampere/index.html

 WEB: Màrius Sampere in AELC (Association of Catalan Language Writers) 
Includes biography, works, prizes, interviews and fragments of some of his works.
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http://www.escriptors.cat/autors/samperem/pagina.php?id_sec=1146

 WEB: Màrius Sampere in the City of Barcelona Literary Corpus 
Biography, links and transcription of articles on this author.
http://www.ducros.biz/corpus/index.php?command=show_news&news_id=2625

 WEB: Un dels "Dotze sentits" 
Sampere és un dels dotze poetes antologats al CD-ROM Dotze sentits. Poesia catalana d'avui.
http://www.iua.upf.edu/dotze_sentits/entrada.html

 WEB: Premi Laureà Mela 
Sampere obté amb Jerarquies aquest premi de poesia en l'edició de 2003. Notícia a Vilaweb Lletres
(19/06/2003).
http://www.vilaweb.cat/noticia/709861/20030619/marius-sampere-guanya-premi-laurea-mela-2003.ht
ml

The author 2.0
Blogs of blogs

 WEB: La blogosfera diu... 
http://blogsearch.google.es/blogsearch?hl=ca&ie=UTF-8&q=Màrius+Sampere&lr=lang_ca

 WEB: The blogosphere says... 
http://blogsearch.google.es/blogsearch?hl=ca&ie=UTF-8&q=Màrius+Sampere&lr=lang_ca
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