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Ferran Torrent
 Who I Am and Why I Write
 Ferran Torrent 

So let's start with the philosophical question of who I am. I
am me and my circumstance. You are too, I know, but now,
I'm told, I have to talk about me. The truth is that, in this life,

I could have been anything but a writer or, better said, novelist, because I don't regard myself as a
writer.

I didn't see this coming, I mean being a novelist. I wanted to be a waiter. I think I could have been an
excellent waiter. I like chatting, joking and, when necessary, I'm obliging enough. In fact I've spent,
and I spend more time leaning on bars in coffee shops than I do in my office. That's why I'm a novelist
and not a writer. Writers do everything and novelists only do novels. Less work, more free time.

This means that I'm a fortuitous circumstance, which is all very fine, because I don't plan anything.
Now, maybe I've always had what they call a novelist's gifts. Let me explain myself: at home I was the
one who, by the fireplace on long winter nights, or under the porch some spring nights, took it upon
myself to entertain my family, including the sheep. I was a pain in the neck, to tell the truth. There
were days when everyone got the hell out of there, running away from me. I cheated too. Sometimes I
plagiarised fragments of Jules Verne's stories, touched them up a bit and told them with incredible
pomposity. Luckily, reading didn't have a prominent place in my family and nobody picked up on my
creative cunning. At home, they only knew about Blasco Ibáñez from photos cut out from the
Mercantil Valenciano.

It's true that I'm a novelist and it's probably because I wouldn't know how to do anything else. I don't
have a profession (and don't want to). Being a waiter is the only job I might have done with a bit of
professionalism, but I'm not frustrated. In some ways I am a waiter: I talk like mad - in the form of a
book - and I'm obliging. I mean I deliver the manuscript more or less on the date the publisher puts in
the contract (and I also charge for consumption). I'm a waiter and maybe that's why I write.

Copyright © 1996 Institució de les Lletres Catalanes. Reproduced with the author's permission

 WEB: Només socis 
Ferran Torrent llegeix les primeres pàgines d'aquesta novel·la dins la sèrie "Escriptors TV" de
Vilaweb TV.
http://vilaweb.tv/?video=5225&canal=55

Bio-bibliography
Biography
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 WEB: A la Hiperenciclopèdia 
http://www.enciclopedia.cat/fitxa_v2.jsp?NDCHEC=0066816

 WEB: Fitxa al "Qui és qui a les lletres catalanes" 
http://cultura.gencat.net/ilc/qeq/FitxaAutors.asp?nom1=tor&nom2=&cerca=Cerca&quinform=form1&
NRegistre=11&idregistre=3383

 WEB: A la Viquipèdia 
Biografia, enllaços i anàlisi de l'obra de l'autor al web de l'enciclopèdia lliure.
http://ca.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferran_Torrent

 WEB: Ferran Torrent a Literatura valenciana actual 
Fitxa dedicada a l'autor en aquest web de la Universitat d'Alacant.
http://www.iifv.ua.es/lletraferit/consultes/veureAutor.asp?pId=7

 WEB: The author in the Catalan Encyclopaedia 
http://www.grec.cat/cgibin/hecangcl2.pgm?&USUARI=&SESSIO=&NDCHEC=0066816&PGMORI=E

 WEB: The author in the Who's Who of Catalan Literature 
http://cultura.gencat.net/ilc/qeq/fitxaAutorsuk.asp?nom1=torrent&cercauk2=Search&quinform=form1
&NRegistre=1&idregistre=3383

Bibliography

 WEB: Què hi ha a la Biblioteca de Catalunya 
http://cataleg.bnc.cat/search*cat/?searchtype=a&searcharg=Torrent+Ferran&sortdropdown=-&searc
hscope=13&searchscope2=13&SORT=D

 WEB: Què hi ha a les biblioteques universitàries catalanes (CCUC) 
http://ccuc.cbuc.es/search*cat/a?SEARCH=Torrent+Ferran&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=23

 WEB: Què hi ha a les biblioteques públiques 
http://argus.biblioteques.gencat.cat/iii/encore/search/C|STorrent+Ferran|Orightresult|U1?lang=cat&s
uite=pearl

 WEB: Per comprar-ne llibres 
http://www.llibres.cat/ca/detall-autor/torrent-i-llorca-ferran

 WEB: Articles de l'autor (Traces) 
http://traces.uab.cat/search?f=author&p=Torrent%20Ferran&sc=1&ln=ca

 WEB: Articles sobre l'autor (Traces) 
http://traces.uab.cat/search?ln=ca&p=Torrent%2C+Ferran&f=keyword&action_search=Cerca&c=Tra
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ces+%3A+base+de+dades+de+llengua+i+literatura+catalanes&sf=&so=d&rm=&rg=10&sc=1&of=hb

 WEB: Works in the Biblioteca de Catalunya 
http://cataleg.bnc.cat/search*eng/?searchtype=a&searcharg=Torrent+Ferran&sortdropdown=-&searc
hscope=13&searchscope2=13&SORT=D

 WEB: The author in The European Library 
http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/search/%28%22creator%22+all+%22torrent+ferran%2
2%29.query

 WEB: The author in the Congress Library (US) 
http://catalog.loc.gov/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?DB=local&PAGE=First

 WEB: The author in the COPAC Catalogue (UK) 
http://copac.ac.uk/search?&au=Ferran+Torrent

Comments on the author
Criticism

 WEB: Sobre el cinema i la literatura catalana 
Pàgina de lletrA dedicada a les adaptacions cinematogràfiques de la literatura catalana.
http://www.uoc.edu/lletra/tematica/cinemailite/

 WEB: Ferrant Torrent a l'AELC 
Inclou biografia, obra, premis, entrevistes, referències crítiques i fragments de les seves obres.
http://www.escriptors.cat/autors/torrentf/

 WEB: Ferran Torrent on the lletrA website in Catalan 
Including more resources.
http://www.uoc.edu/lletra/noms/ftorrent/index.html

 WEB: Catalan Literature and Cinema 
LletrA page on film adaptations of Catalan literature.
http://www.uoc.edu/lletra/tematica/cinemailite/

 WEB: Ferran Torrent in AELC (Association of Catalan Language Writers) 
Includes biography, works, prizes, interviews, critical references and fragments from some of his
works.
http://www.escriptors.cat/autors/torrentf/pagina.php?id_sec=2989

Miscellaneous

 PDF: Ferran Torrent a Caràcters 
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Breu reflexió de l'autor, bibliografia de la seva obra i una relació d'articles crítics. A la revista
Caràcters, núm. 2 (gener 1998).
http://www.traces.uab.es/tracesbd/caracters/ca002.pdf

 PDF: "La síndrome Torrent" 
Vicent Alonso escriu sobre el panorama literari valencià actual a l'Avui (31/10/04).
http://www.traces.uab.es/tracesbd/avui/av03304.pdf

 WEB: La vida abismal 
Dossier de premsa sobre aquesta pel·lícula de Ventura Pons inspirada en la novel·la La vida en
l'abisme de Torrent.
http://www.venturapons.com/peli%20la%20vida%20abismal.html

 VIDEO: Ventura Pons estrena La vida abismal 
Entrevista a Ventura Pons amb motiu de l'estrena de la pel·lícula La vida abismal a Vilaweb TV
(22/01/07).
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MPro5b9_PY&NR=1

 WEB: La vida abismal [Life on the Edge] 
Press dossier on this film made by Ventura Pons and based on Torrent's novel La vida en l'abisme
[Life in the Abyss].
http://www.venturapons.com/English/peli%20la%20vida%20abismal%20eng.html

 WEB: Ferran Torrent in IMDB 
File with information about Torrent's works in cinema and television on the web site of The Internet
Movie Database.
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0868481/

 WEB: The Dutchman's Island 
Review of the film L'illa de l'holandès, directed by Siegfried Monleon, in the electronic magazine
TimeOut New York.
http://www.timeout.com/film/newyork/reviews/65872/illa-de-lholand-s.html

Comments

 WEB: Entrevista a Ferran Torrent 
L'autor parla de la seva novel·la Judici Final amb l'equip de Vilaweb TV (27/09/06).
http://www.vilaweb.tv/?video=4456

 WEB: L'èxit 
Ferran Torrent parla de les conseqüències de l'èxit i del seu llibre Judici Final, per Jordi Colomer.
Cara a Cara (16/04/05).
http://www.drac.com/cac/200504/20050416.html

 WEB: Societat limitada 
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Ferran Torrent i la novel·la Societat limitada a TotCultura.com.
http://www.grec.com/ftp/totcultura/index.jsp?URL=http%3A//www.totcultura.com/ftp/totcultura/ENTR1
201.htm

 WEB: "Una societat ben productiva" 
Pere Calonge ressenya Només socis al web Ex-Libris (17/07/08).
http://www.perecalonge.com/exlibris/caracters/nomes-socis/

 WEB: Sobre Només socis 
Torrent parla del retorn del detectiu Butxana arrel de la publicació de Només socis a Vilaweb TV
(18/02/08).
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LxRNxMai0X8

 WEB: Sobre La vida en l'abisme 
Ressenya de David Madueño sobre aquesta novel·la de Ferran Torrent al bloc Llunàtic.
http://llunatic.blogspot.com/2005/05/la-vida-en-labisme-de-ferran-torrent.html

 PDF: "Els assessors, els assessorats i nosaltres, els desgraciats" 
Els tres pilars de la societat segons la novel·la de Ferran Torrent Societat limitada. Article de Maite
Insa publicat a la revista Caràcters, núm. 19-20 (maig 2002).
http://www.traces.uab.es/tracesbd/caracters/ca019-20.pdf

 PDF: "Torrent periodístic" 
Ressneya d'Enric Castelló sobre Tocant València a l'Avui (13/09/01).
http://www.traces.uab.es/tracesbd/avui/av01114.pdf

 WEB: Interview with Ferran Torrent 
Torrent speaks about his novel Judici Final [Last Judgement] with the Vilaweb TV team (27/09/06).
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDLwjEHsiZI

 WEB: "Fráncfort fue una mentira y los políticos se pusieron la medalla" [Frankfurt was
a Lie and the Politicians Wore the Medal] 
Sergi Doria interviews Torrent in the newspaper Abc (13/08/08).
http://www.abc.es/hemeroteca/historico-13-02-2008/abc/Catalunya/torrent-francfort-fue-una-mentira-
y-los-politicos-se-pusieron-la-medalla_1641640574565.html

 WEB: Proposta de lectura sobre Gràcies per la propina 
Recursos de lectura per als estudiants d'ESO al web de l'edu365.
http://www.edu365.cat/eso/muds/catala/lectures/propina/index.htm
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