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J.V. Foix
J.V. Foix

Manuel Guerrero

The poetry of J. V. Foix is, in his own words, that of "a
researcher into poetry". His verse, as a consequence, is
highly experimental. His work is a subtle combination of
ancient and modern values, from both conceptual and formal perspectives. Thus, he ends one of his
best-known poems with the words, "I'm enthralled by the new and am in love with the old". From this
fusion arises his metaphysical poetry with its avant-garde elements. His verse stands solidly within
the Mediterranean tradition, but at the same time is permeated with magical and dream-like moments,
and with contrasts and paradoxes.

Exiled in Ancestral TerritoryJ.V. Foix (Barcelona 1893-1987), decided to remain in Catalonia after
the Civil War and to take over the family cake-shop business in Sarria. Once an old town, but by then
absorbed into Barcelona, the Sarria district, where the poet was born and would spend the rest of his
life, is, like Pessoa's Lisbon, or Borges' Buenos Aires, the mythical setting of many of his poems. Foix,
exiled in his ancestral territory - as he would state in the first poem of Les irreals omegues (The
Unreal Omegas, 1949) - had been a well-known journalist and, from 1922 to 1936, head of the culture
section in the newspaper La Publicitat. Now faced with the impossibility of working as a journalist in
Catalan, he put his energies into a particular internal exile in which he rewrote and published his work.
As one familiar with the avant-garde tradition, true to his Catalan nationalist convictions, and wishing
to contribute towards his country's cultural recovery, he wrote for the most prestigious reviews of the
immediate post-war period: Poesia, Ariel and Dau al Set. For the new more inquiring and original
groups of young poets such as Josep Palau i Fabre, Joan Brossa and Joan Perucho, and also for the
emerging artists who most represented a rupture with the more conventional forms of art, for example
Joan Ponc and Antoni Tapies, J.V. Foix, like Joan Mird, would become an essential reference in the
1940s and 1950s. And he would continue to be so for generations to come, until the very end of his
life.

Investigator in Poetry After publishing Gertrudis (1927) and KRTU (1932), poetic essays in prose
influenced by futurism, cubism, Dadaism and surrealism, Foix, the prestigious intellectual and
journalist of the Second Republic, moved towards an aesthetic position that would distance him from
avant-garde orthodoxy although without abandoning his commitment to the investigative spirit of
modernity. Even before the Civil War, in an article entitled "En versos ben tallats i arrodonida
estrofa..." (In Well-sculpted Lines and Rounded Stanzas...), which was published in Quaderns de
poesia (Number 6, January 1936), Foix, adopting a somewhat eclectic literary position, stated, "I
cannot hide the fact that, in poetry, | love all the tendencies. Perhaps it is by inclination, but for years |
have been regarding literary schools not as such but rather as genres. [...]. A poet can, without being
abominated by anyone, transcribe or describe in classical, academic, naturalist, realist and "cubist",
or whatever style." And he declared, "It is very true that, as much as anyone else, | employ free verse
in automatic rhythm. But it is also true, because | confessed some time ago, and maybe always, that |
write my poems without hiding the fact that | do so as an investigator. (Which has nothing to do with
Maragall's spontaneity!) | am not satisfied to call myself a poet, but prefer investigator in poetry."
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In 1972, demonstrating the validity throughout his work of these essential ideas that are embodied in
his poetry, J.V. Foix once again printed this text, with some variations, as the prologue to his book of
poetic prose Tocant a ma (At Hand). Until the very end of his long literary career, J.V. Foix, in a
singular gesture, and using a term that is more common in the world of science than the literary world,
defined himself not as a poet but as an investigator in poetry.

Sol, i de dolThe appearance of the work Sol, i de dol (Alone, and in Mourning) in 1947 was a
benchmark for the reception of the work of the poet of Sarria, who then began to be regarded, in very
minority circles, as being of the same order as Carner, Riba and Sagarra and as one of the great
voices of twentieth-century Catalan poetry. The book, divided into six sections, includes seventy
exemplary sonnets. Striving to perfect the formal rigour of the poems, J.V. Foix creates a traditional
structure in which the Italian sonnet and the Catalan decasyllable converge. With a style that is at
once original and unmistakable, incorporating both medieval and modern language (taking as his
paragons the medieval Provencal poets - Bernat de Ventadorn, Raimbaut de Vaqueiras... - the
Italians, Petrarch, Dante and Cavalcanti... and the Catalans, Llull, Jordi de Sant Jordi, Ausias Marc...,
in a literary operation that is comparable with what Ezra Pound achieved in English, J.V. Foix
completely renewed Catalan poetic language with his prodigious verbal richness. A unique synthesis
of classicism and the avant-garde, Sol, i de dol brings together sonnets written by the author between
1913 and 1936, revised and with the addition of some new material before their publication in 1947.

Throughout the sonnets of Sol, i de dol, J.V. Foix reflects, often metaphysically but always from an
original and personal standpoint, on different key issues of modernity, for example the crisis of
individual and collective identity in an increasingly technology-dependent world that drives
contemporary man into solitude; the need for reason to prevail over madness without, however,
abandoning imagination; the difficulties in satisfying desire and hence to enjoy love in all its fullness;
and the spiritual impossibility of attaining the absolute. In all of Foix's diverse and complex oeuvre Sol,
i de dol was to become the centrepiece book wherein the poet expressed his deepest existential
conflicts and doubts.

Les irreals omeguesResisting any kind of pigeonholing of his work, Foix published Les irreals
omegues in 1949, this book being a total departure from the classicism that predominated in Sol, i de
dol. In the tradition of the trobar clus (closed) style of the troubadours and hermetic poetry throughout
history, the poems of Les irreals omegues exemplify the most baroque and dense form of Foix's
poetry. Written in free verse, in decasyllabic or alexandrine form, the book's thirteen poems, which
are distinctive for their long titles, are the re-creation, with precise oneiric imagery, of the poet's
experiences in his youth before the Civil War, and of his reflections on the collective moral defeat of
society during and after the war.

The Myth of 1918Three years after publishing a new book On he deixat les claus... (Where Have |
Left the Keys..., 1953), where he works with short and traditional forms to produce twenty-eight
poems (among them the famous "Es quan dormo que hi veig clar" (When | Sleep, Then | See Clearly)
and the Christmas carol "Ho sap tothom i és profecia" (Everyone Knows and It's a Prophecy), Foix
undertook, with the collection entitled "Diari 1918" (Diary 1918) - which was published in 1956 - the
work of revising his mythical Diari de 1918 (Diary of 1918), a project that was never finished and that,
in its ideal form, was to have been comprised of 365 poetic prose pieces. His Diari de 1918, which
was work-in-progress in every sense, the rewriting of a personal diary, brings together fragments of
Gertrudis (1927) and KRTU (1932), and takes shape, over more than five decades, on the basis of
the books, "Diari 1918" (1956), L'estrella d'En Perris (The Star of Mr. Perris, 1963), Darrer comunicat
(Last Communiqué, 1970) and Tocant a ma... (1972). The work Diari 1918 constructs an imaginative,
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dream-like and singular literary universe in which the poet's desires and obsessions appear once
again and he also details trades, traditions, and the ancestral customs and rites of an ideal Catalonia
that have almost died out today. The mythical reference to 1918 remains, too, in his autobiographical
volume Catalans de 1918 (Catalans of 1918) - published in 1965 - an account of his intellectual
formation along with reworked fragments from the diary of his youth. The poet highlights in this work
his experiences with Pompeu Fabra and Josep Carner - his teachers - and Joaquim Folguera,
Salvat-Papasseit and Carles Riba - the members of his peer group.

From Onze Nadals i un Cap d'Any to L'estaciolLittle by little, the appearance of volumes like Onze
Nadals i un Cap d'Any (Eleven Christmases and One New Year, 1960) and Obres poétiques (Poetry,
1964) - which includes a new book Desa aquests llibres al calaix de baix (Put These Books in the
Bottom Drawer) - the support of figures like Gabriel Ferrater and the recognition of new generations of
poets consolidated the poet's prestige beyond the minority circles in which he had been admired.
"The poet, magician, speculator of the word, pilgrim of the invisible, unsatisfied, adventurer or
investigator at the verge of sleep does not expect anything for himself", Foix wrote in "Lletra a Clara
Sobirds" (Letter to Clara Sobirds, 1964), a true synthesis of his mature poetry, which again confirms
his condition as an investigator in poetry.

Early in the 1970s, after having brought together his poetic work at a time that was marked by the
recovery of collective memory in Catalonia, the poet selected some of his best journalistic articles
from before the Civil War to be published in the volumes Els lloms transparents (Transparent Loins,
1969), where he expounds on his ethical Catalan nationalism, and Mots i maons o a cascu el seu
(Words and Bricks or to Each His Own, 1971), where he selects texts on architecture and poetry that
are related with the concerns of GATCPAC (Grup d'Artistes i Técnics Catalans per al Progrés de
I'Arquitectura Contemporania - Group of Catalan Artists and Specialists for Progress in Conemporary
Architecture). Among his last projects, Foix enjoyed his joint endeavours with artist friends like Mir6,
with whom he published the poetic prose pieces Quatre colors aparien el mén (Four Colours Mend
the World, 1975), or Joan Pong, for whom he wrote 97 notes sobre ficcions poncianes (97 Notes on
Pon¢'s Fictions, 1974). In a final creative explosion, Foix, who was by now blind, dictated the long
prose poem L'estacié (The Station), the first edition of which, with engravings by Tapies, appeared in
1984. This would become his true poetic testament. It was published the following year, in 1985, two
years before his death, with the addition of new poetic prose pieces that were entitled Croniques de
l'ultrason (Chronicles from Beyond Dreams).
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A selection of texts
Text

m WEB: Selecci6 de Poesia Catalana
Hi trobareu una fotografia, una breu nota biografica i 15 poemes (alguns traduits a I'anglés).
http://www.uoc.edu/lletra/especials/folch/foix.htm

m WEB: Magisteri Teatre-Mag Poesia
Amb forca poemes i una seleccié d'escrits catalanistes.


http://www.lletra.net/en/autor/josep-carner
http://www.lletra.net/en/autor/joan-salvat-papasseit
http://www.lletra.net/en/autor/carles-riba
http://www.lletra.net/en/autor/gabriel-ferrater

Im La literatura catalana a inbernet ':luuc LlLL m
== www.lletra.com

If you want to cite this page...
Literary news about J. V. Foix in Lletra, the Open University of Catalonia (UOC) virtual space for Catalan literature

< http://lletra.uoc.edu/en/author/j-v-foix >

http://www.mallorcaweb.com/Mag-Teatre/foix/foix.html

f

PDF: Textos d'infantesa

A cura de Joan R. Veny-Mesquida.
http://publicacions.iec.cat/repository/pdf/00000029/00000025.pdf

@ WEB: L'autor a Endrets
Geografia Literaria dels Paisos Catalans.
http://www.endrets.cat/autor/161/j-v-foix.html

WEB: Foix en anglés
Enllacos que ofereix Interviews with Poets.
http://dmoz.org/Arts/Literature/Authors/F/Foix,_J._V./

WEB: Gedichte von J.V. Foix
Tres poemes en catala i traduits a I'alemany.
http://lwww.jbeilharz.de/katalan/frameset.htm

WEB: Foix a EPALP
Nota biografica en castella amb un poema a El Poder de la Palabra.
http://Iwww.epdlp.com/escritor.php?id=1715

WEB: L'autor a Google Books
http://www.google.es/search?hl=ca&tbo=p&tbm=bks&qg=inauthor:%22J.+V.+F0ix%22

WEB: Magisteri Teatre-Mag Poesia
With quite a lot of poems and a selection of Catalan nationalist writings.
http://www.mallorcaweb.com/Mag-Teatre/foix/foix.html

@' WEB: Selection of Catalan Poetry
This site offers a photograph, a brief biographical note and 15 poems, some of them translated into
English.

http://www.uoc.edu/lletra/especials/folch/foix.htm

@ WEB: J. V. Foix

Four poems in Catalan, German and English.
http://www.escriptors.cat/autors/foixjv/pagina.php?id_sec=1762

@' WEB: Foix in English
Links offered by Interviews with Poets. In English.
http://dmoz.org/Arts/Literature/Authors/F/Foix, J. V./

@' WEB: Poems by J.V. Foix
Three poems written in Catalan and translated into German.
http://lwww.jbeilharz.de/katalan/frameset.htm
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@ WEB: The author in Google Books
http://lwww.google.es/search?hl=ca&tbo=p&tbm=bks&qg=inauthor:%22J.+V.+F0ix%22

Bio-bibliography

@ WEB: A la Hiperenciclopedia
http://www.enciclopedia.cat/fitxa_v2.jsp?NDCHEC=0232740

WEB: A la Viquipédia
Biografia i obra de l'autor al web de I'enciclopédia lliure.
http://ca.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josep_Vicen¢_Foix_i_Mas

WEB: Membre de I'lEC
J.V. Foix, membre numerari de I'Institut d'Estudis Catalans.
http://apmembres2.iec.cat/detall.aspx?pkMembrePLE=248

WEB: The author in the Catalan Encyclopaedia
http://lwww.grec.cat/cgibin/hecangcl2.pgm?&USUARI=&SESSIO=&NDCHEC=0232740&PGMORI=E

@ WEB: Member of the IEC
J.V. Foix, a permanent member of the Institut d'Estudis Catalans (Institute of Catalan Studies).
http://apmembres2.iec.cat/detall.aspx?pkMembrePLE=248

B VIDEO: J.V. Foix in Retalls [Clippings]
Biographical profil on this writer in the programme Retalls [Clippings] on Canal 33.
http://www.edu3.cat/Edu3tv/Fitxa?p_id=689

Bibliography

@ WEB: Qué hi ha a la Biblioteca de Catalunya
http://cataleg.bnc.cat/search*cat/?searchtype=a&searcharg=Foix+J.V.&sortdropdown=-&searchscop
e=13&searchscope2=13&SORT=D

M WEB: Qué hi ha a les biblioteques universitaries catalanes (CCUC)
http://cbueg-mt.iii.com/iii/lencore/search/C|SFoix%2C+J.+V.|Orightresult|U1?lang=cat&suite=def

@ WEB: Qué hi ha a les biblioteques publiques
http://argus.biblioteques.gencat.cat/ii/fencore/search/C|SFoix+J.V.|OrightresultjU1?lang=cat&suite=p
earl

@ WEB: Per comprar-ne llibres
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http://www.llibres.cat/Catalogo/Autor/foix-jv

@ WEB: Articles de l'autor (Traces)
http://traces.uab.cat/search?f=author&p=Fo0ix%20J%20V%?20&sc=1&In=ca

@ WEB: Articles sobre 'autor (Traces)
http://traces.uab.cat/search?In=ca&p=Foix%2C+J.V.&f=keyword&action_search=Cerca&c=Traces+
%3A+base+de+dades+de+llengua+i+tliteratura+catalanes&sf=&so=d&rm=&rg=10&sc=1&of=hb

@ WEB: Works in the Biblioteca de Catalunya
http://cataleg.bnc.cat/search*eng/?searchtype=a&searcharg=Foix+J.V.&sortdropdown=-&searchsco
pe=13&searchscope2=13&SORT=D

@ WEB: The author in The European Library
http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/search/%28%22creator%22+all+%22foix+j.v.%22%29.

query

@ WEB: The author in the Congress Library (US)
http://catalog.loc.gov/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?DB=local&PAGE=First

@ WEB: The author in the COPAC Catalogue (UK)
http://copac.ac.uk/search?&au=J.V.+Foix

Comments on the author
Criticism

@ WEB: Pagina de I'AELC
Biografia, informacions, publicacions.
http://www.escriptors.cat/autors/foixjv/

@ WEB: L'autor al Corpus Literari Ciutat de Barcelona
Biografia, enllagos i transcripcio d'articles sobre aquest autor.
http://Iwww.ducros.biz/corpus/index.php?command=show_news&news_id=928

@ WEB: La Paret de J.V. Foix i el blanc del poema
Article de Jaume Pérez Montaner (Universitat de Valéncia) a la revista digital JOCS.
http://www.uoc.edu/jocs/1/literatura/literatura.html

PDF: Quinze anys de periodisme: les col-laboracions de J. V. Foix a La Publicitat
(1922-1936)
Tesi doctoral de Pere GOmez Inglada (UAB, 2004).
http://www.tesisenred.net/bitstream/handle/10803/4834/pgildel.pdf?sequence=1



Im La literatura catalana a inbernet ':l UUC LlLL ﬂT[
== www.lletra.com

If you want to cite this page...
Literary news about J. V. Foix in Lletra, the Open University of Catalonia (UOC) virtual space for Catalan literature

< http://lletra.uoc.edu/en/author/j-v-foix >

f
PDF: Poemes de pedra i Més enlla dels preceptes
Ressenya de Jordi Marrugat d'aquests dos poemaris de l'autor. A Els Marges, 83 (tardor de 2007).
http://lwww.raco.cat/index.php/Marges/article/view/142663/194218

@' WEB: El jo en crisi, i altres dualitats
Oriol I1zquierdo repassa els eixos centrals de la poética de J. V. Foix i algunes aproximacions
critiques a la seva obra amb motiu de la publicacié de I'Obra poética en vers i en prosa, amb prolegs
d'A. Manent i G. Ferrater. A I'Avui (15/03/2001).

http://traces.uab.cat/record/36736

PDF: El sonet segons J. V. Foix. Analisi métrica de Sol i de dol
Jordi Parramon fa un estudi meétric del llibre Sol i de dol. A Llengua & Literatura, 15 (2004).
http://www.iecat.net/pperiodiques/openlink.asp?URL=ShowArticleFile.asp?FileID={AAB33992-B083-
4E76-9EDC-5A7477B65E8E}&FileType=application/pdf

m' WEB: Tocant a ma, de manifest. Una proposta per llegir J.V. Foix
Josep Vicent Cabrera destaca el caracter programatic del llibre i analitza els principals punts de la
proposta de J. V. Foix. A L'Aiguadol¢' 28-29 (tardor 2003).

http://traces.uab.cat/record/55924

PDF: Foix i Garcés, poetes del cap de Creus
Estudi de la preséncia del Port i del cap de Creus a l'obra poética de J. V. Foix; i de la preséncia de
la comarca de la Selva a la poesia de Tomas Garcés. A Revista de Girona, n. 160
(setembre-octubre 1993).
http://lwww.raco.cat/index.php/RevistaGirona/article/view/89518/114679

PDF: Una cordura delirante
Enrique Vila-Matas comenta alguns dels trets caracteristics del poemari Sol i de dol, especialment la
tensié que s'hi troba entre avantguarda i tradicié. A El Pais (06/10/07).
http://www.traces.uab.es/tracesbd/elpais/pais071006_13.pdf

PDF: Readings of J. V. Foix
Edicié d'Arthur Terry que inclou una antologia (amb traduccions a I'angles en prosa) i estudis
complementaris de Arthur Terry, Manuel Carbonell, Marie-Claire Zimmermann i Dominic Keown
(The Anglo-Catalan Society, 1998).
http://lletra.uoc.eduwww.anglo-catalan.org/op/monographs/issue010.pdf

m' WEB: J.V. Foix on the Lletra website in Catalan
Including more resources and reading suggestions.
http://www.uoc.edu/lletra/noms/jvfoix/index.html

@ WEB: Website of the AELC
Biography, information, publications.
http://www.escriptors.cat/autors/foixjv/pagina.php?id_sec=1764
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@' WEB: J.V. Foix in the City of Barcelona Literary Corpus
Biography, links and a transcription of articles on this author.
http://iwww.ducros.biz/corpus/index.php?command=show_news&news_id=928

PDF: Readings of J. V. Foix
Anthology with English prose translations and complementary Studies by Arthur Terry, Manuel
Carbonell, Marie-Claure Zimmermann in Dominic Keown (The Anglo-Catalan Society, 1998).
http://lletra.uoc.eduwww.anglo-catalan.org/op/monographs/issue010.pdf

Miscellaneous

@' WEB: Fundacié J.V. Foix
Web oficial de la Fundacio6 J.V. Foix. Inclou biografia, bibliografia, fonoteca i critica de la seva obra.
http://www.fundaciojvfoix.org/ca/

@ WEB: Fundacio Foix a Barcelona
Informacié sobre la Fundacio6 J.V. Foix al web Espais escrits de la Xarxa del Patrimoni Literari Catala.
http://www.espaisescrits.cat/home.php?op=6&module=escriptors&ides=26&idioma=cat

f

PDF: Entrevista a J.V. Foix

J. V. Foix parla amb Segimon Serrallonga sobre la seva relacié amb pintors com Obiols i Tapies, de
la seva concepci6 poética, de la mitificada figura del geni, de la seva etapa de director de La
Publicitat, del catalanisme i de la llengua literaria dels seus poemaris. A Reduccions, 79 (marg
2004).

http://www.raco.cat/index.php/Reduccions/article/view/47455/58936

@' WEB: Els espais vitals urbans del poeta
Itinerari literari realitzat pels alumnes de 1r de batxillerat del curs 2007-2008 de I'lES Barres i Ones,
a partir de la lectura i buidatge de textos del poeta.
http://www.anycerda.org/centre/institut-barres-i-ones/treball/els-espais-vitals-urbans-del-poeta-j-v-foi
X

@ WEB: Auca de J.V. Foix
Auca escrita per Joan Vilamala al web La paret de les auques.
http://lwww.auques.cat/textos.php?auca=foix

@' WEB: J.V. Foix Foundation
J.V. Foix Foundation official website. Including biography, bibliography, sound library and articles on
this author.

http://www.fundaciojvfoix.org/en/index.php?p=A

@ WEB: The Foix Foundation in Barcelona
Information about the Foix Fundation at the website "Espais escrits. Xarxa del Patrimoni Literari
Catala" [Written Spaces. The Catalan Literary Heritage Network].
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http://www.espaisescrits.cat/home.php?op=6&module=escriptors&ides=26&idioma=eng
-
WEB: Biography

Brief biographical note.
http://lwww.xtec.es/~evicioso/bcnes/foisarr.htm




